COMMISSIONERS GENERAL SESSION

July 7, 2025
Present at the meeting were R. Franklin Campbell — Chair
Commissioners: Brenda L. Watson — Vice Chair

Shannon Hines - Chief Clerk
William R. Bunt - Solicitor

Present from the Press: Paul Wyatt

Present from the Public: Kristie Gantt, Sarah Geesaman, Kirk Hench, Darla McNaughton, Sam Miller,
Michelle Orris, Allyson Valentine, Randy Waggoner, Daniel Welliver

Commissioner Campbell opened the meeting at 10:00 a.m. on July 7, 2025 with the Pledge to the Flag and a
moment of silence. The meeting was recorded by the County and Paul Wyatt.

Updates/Announcements: Commissioner Campbell said it was a busy week at Little Buffalo last week. He
noted that the 4-H educators had an Anglers Day for youth and a press conference with the Department of Health,
DCNR, DEP, and the Fish and Boat Commission regarding ticks. He reminded attendees to be aware of the
danger of ticks.

Commissioner Campbell reiterated that the first round of public comment is agenda items and the second round
is for items of general interest.

Public Comments: None

Approval of Minutes: Commissioner Watson made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 30, 2025
meeting. Commissioner Campbell seconded the motion. All agreed. Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting Business: Commissioner Watson made a motion to approve the Pennsylvania Department of Aging
Cooperative Grant extension. Commissioner Campbell seconded the motion. Allyson Valentine, from the Perry
County Area Agency on Aging, stated that it is a three-month extension due to current funding issues. All agreed.
Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Watson made a motion to approve the agreements with Central Perry Senior Citizens’ Center and
Newport Senior Citizens’ Center for programming and services. Commissioner Campbell seconded the motion.
Allyson Valentine said that contracts were sent out to all six senior centers at the end of June and more agreements
will follow for approval. All agreed. Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Watson made a motion to approve the quote from Clear Ballot for 2025 Municipal General
Election support at a cost of $16,000. Commissioner Campbell seconded the motion. Sarah Geesaman, Director
of Election/Voter Registration, commented that the quote included 2 representatives for logic and accuracy
testing, ballot creation, election day and night assistance, as well as an additional day of support. All agreed.
Motion carried unanimously.

Employee Status: Commissioner Watson made a motion to approve the promotion of Kristen Baney to the
position of Caseworker 2 at Children and Youth Services effective July 8, 2025 at an hourly rate of $24.08.
Commissioner Campbell seconded the motion. Kristie Gantt, Director of Children and Youth Services, stated
that Ms. Baney was a Caseworker 1 and had met the requirements to be eligible for the promotion. All agreed.
Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Watson made a motion to approve the appointment of Alicia Rathmell to the position of Aging



Case Aide 2 at the Perry County Area Agency on Aging effective July 21, 2025 at an hourly rate of $18.33.
Commissioner Campbell seconded the motion. Allyson Valentine noted that this appointment was to fill the
vacancy left by an employee retirement. All agreed. Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Watson made a motion to accept the resignation of Rachel Gingrich, Caseworker 2 at Children
and Youth Services, effective July 17, 2025. Commissioner Campbell seconded the motion. Kristie Gantt wished
Ms. Gingrich well and said her department has four caseworker openings and encouraged anyone interested to
apply. All agreed. Motion carried unanimously.

Solicitors Report: None

Post Comments: Sarah Geesaman said that ten Perry County voters would be inducted into the Voter Hall of
Fame on Tuesday. She commented that to be eligible a person must have voted in fifty consecutive general
elections.

Daniel Welliver commented that he lived in Wheatfield Township, Duncannon along the Juniata River. He said
he and his wife own six parcels including their primary home and own about 75 acres. He further stated that
they do not mind paying taxes, as it is important to support the services that residents need. Mr. Welliver said
that the reassessment is underway and he supported the process as it was important that everyone pay their fair
share. He stated that he was not sure about the status of the warehouse project in Amity Hall, Watts Township
but he did say that when the developer, MRP, made an initial pitch to the County it included tax abatement
language, as he had a copy from the planning office. He asked the Commissioners to reject any request from
MRP Industrial or future owner if they request real estate tax abatement, relief, or forgiveness. He said that the
County should not conduct a reassessment so that everyone pays their fair share and then do a large company
give away. Mr. Welliver stated that experience has shown that when a company gets relief it goes to the
owners. He noted that they may give corporate donations to the schools, fire companies, and the like to look
like they are giving back to the community, but the majority of the savings from the tax relief goes back in the
owners’ pockets. Mr. Welliver cautioned against giving away large tax revenues. He closed by saying that if
he learns that the County, school district, or municipality is going to give tax forgiveness to this project, he will
put all his energy into a campaign against it.

Randy Waggoner, Chief Assessor, stated that the online reassessment information is very user friendly as he
was able to access it via his smart phone over the weekend with ease. He further said that he was approached
prior to church, by two residents of West Perry school district regarding their school taxes. He said that one
individual said he would appeal his reassessment. Mr. Waggoner stated that if you think your assessment is
fair, you cannot appeal your taxes. He further said that by appealing your taxes it may result in an increase. He
provided examples of each school district and what taxes were in 2024 versus what they are in 2025 based on
their new mileage rates. Mr. Waggoner expressed concern that residents will appeal their assessments because
of their recent school tax bills. He again reiterated that you cannot appeal your school tax bills, only the
assessment. He said his office does not work on commission and his staff does care about property owners.

Comments from Press: None

Commissioner Watson made a motion to adjourn at 10:19 a.m. Commissioner Campbell seconded the motion.
All agreed. Motion carried unanimously.

Shannon Hines, Chief Clerk William G. Lyons, Secretary



