COMMISSIONERS GENERAL SESSION
August 11, 2025

Present at the meeting were

Commissioners: R. Franklin Campbell — Chair
Brenda L. Watson — Vice Chair
William G. Lyons - Secretary
Shannon Hines - Chief Clerk
William R. Bunt - Solicitor

Present from the Press: Paul Wyatt

Present from the Public: Suzanne Ault Boarts, Ashley Bigge, Paul Britcher, Lloyd Byers, Tara Collier, Jason
Finnerty, Samantha Gehrett, Goerge Gochenaur, Anne Miller, Ayla Miller, Jed Nessinger, Krista Pontius, Dave
Pundock, Faith Pundock, Rachel Seeley

Commissioner Campbell opened the meeting at 10:00 a.m. on August 11, 2025 with the Pledge to the Flag and
a moment of silence. The meeting was recorded by the County, Jed Nessinger, and Paul Wyatt and held at the
Newport Fairgrounds in the Oliver Grange pavilion.

Updates/Announcements: Commissioner Lyons stated he was happy to be at the fair and to have time for the
4H and ag educators to provide updates about their programs.

Commissioner Campbell said there would be no Commissioners’ meeting next Monday, August 18", He
commented that the Commissioners attended the art installation dedication on Saturday in Duncannon and noted
the rock the block event that was held in the town. He further reminded attendees that the first round of public
comment was for agenda items and the second round is for items of general interest.

Public Comments: Jed Nessinger asked that the Commissioners speak up due to the background noise and the
microphone picking up the voices.

Approval of Minutes: Commissioner Lyons made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 4, 2025
meeting. Commissioner Watson seconded the motion. All agreed. Motion carried unanimously.

Approval of the Warrant List(s): Commissioner Watson made a motion to approve the warrant lists totaling
$407,451.44. Commissioner Lyons seconded the motion. All agreed. Motion carried unanimously.

Perry County Agricultural Program Updates: Anne Miller, Penn State Extension Operations Manager, stated
that Perry County is unique because the people want to keep learning and they ask questions. She said foot traffic
at the Extension Office has really picked up. She highlighted the Master Gardner Program and its growth. Ms.
Miller also provided an update from the agronomist. She commented that it was a rough start to the growing
season due to the rain which affected the wheat and barley crops. She stated that a manure management workshop
was held on July 25th. She further said the agronomist was monitoring soy pests and tar spots in corn and would
be holding a mycotoxin workshop in Mifflintown. She said if anyone has questions for the agronomist to please
reach out to the Extension Office.

Samantha Gehrett, Dairy Educator, said her area of specialty is business management, with a focus on cash flow
and cost of production. She said she is also focusing on transition and succession planning for producers. She
commented that the dairy team offers feeding assessments, milking evaluations, as well as many webinars and
hands on workshops for producers. Ms. Gehrett stated that tax webinars would be starting in November and
running through March.



Dr. Ashley Bigge, Poultry Educator, stated that her specialty is laying hens. She said that Ag Progress Days were
happening this week and said on Thursday live bird demonstrations would be taking place. She commented that
the Pennsylvania Poultry Sales and Service Conference was happening September 17 and 18 and it coincides with
the avian diseases conference. Dr. Bigge said Pennsylvania is still dealing with consequences of avian influenza
cases and said that biosecurity must be maintained. She commented that the poultry team can assist with
biosecurity improvements, farm visits, and provide composting consultations. She said that there are four poultry
educators in the surrounding counties and they are available to help. She further stated that if any producers need
to renew their HPAI Sampler training the extension team can assist. Jason Finnerty asked if there was any talk
on changing the process of culling an entire unit. Dr. Bigge said she could not give a concrete answer on that
issue as it was on the veterinary side, but the current accepted practice was to cull the unit. Anne Miller stated
that there were a couple of outbreaks on the other side of the mountain and a response happened very quickly.
She said outreach also happened. Samantha Gehrett said that the Mennonite community had reached out about
an agriculture safety day and Penn State Extension hosted the event and it was successful.

Suzanne Boarts, Area 4-H Educator, said her role is to work with staff, educators, and the volunteers. She stated
that she helped come up with a new lesson plan for character building for children and the program would be
coming out in the fall. She said that she was excited to have a Rachel Seeley on board and to give her time to
learn the ins and outs of 4-H. Ms. Boarts said she was excited to be at the Perry County Fair.

Rachel Seeley, Perry County 4-H Educator, stated that currently there are 190 members and 50 volunteers in the
County 4-H program. She said Farm City would happen in the fall. Ms. Seeley commented that there would be
over 200 exhibits entered in the fair and on display in the youth building, as well as the animal projects in the
barn.

Anne Miller and Susan Boarts thanked the Commissioners for their support of Extension.

Krista Pontius, Greenwood Agricultural Educator, thanked the 4-H educators and the Commissioners for their
support. She said there are six ag teachers in Perry County. She further stated that there are 168 FFA members
at Greenwood, 165 at West Perry, and 100 at Newport. Ms. Pontius provided information on the class curriculums
and the classes offered at each school.

Ayla Miler, West Perry Agricultural Educator, stated that her favorite part of the ag curriculum is the impact the
classes have on the students. She said at West Perry 7.5% — 10% of students come from production agriculture,
while the rest do not. She commented that having the opportunity to teach students not from an agricultural
background is very impactful and a lot of learning goes on in the classroom. Ms. Miller said West Perry student,
Lila Kretzing, qualified for the extemporaneous public speaking contest at the National FFA Convention. She
also said Leah Clouse qualified as a gold medal ranking in the proficiency application and stated this is a huge
accomplishment. She concluded by saying the West Perry was recognized as a 3 Star Chapter.

Krista Pontius said there were two students at Newport that qualified to compete in the public speaking contest.
She further stated that the Greenwood parliamentary procedure team won states and were going to nationals. She
commented that conduct of chapter meetings team was also going to states. Ms. Pontius said the Farm to Fork
Dinner would be taking place on October 4 at the Perry County Fairgrounds and encouraged everyone to attend.

Ayla Miller noted that Krista Pontius was recognized as the Pennsylvania Golden Owl and Mike Clark was
recognized as Region 6 Outstanding Teacher and would be moving on to the national selection process. She said
it was great to see two Perry County teachers being recognized.

Tara Collier, Conservation District Manager, stated that the District just had their 75™ anniversary celebration and
held a field day. She said there was a lot of community engagement and good speakers. She commented that
there is funding available through the agricultural conservation assistance program (ACAP) which is enabling
more agricultural conservation practices to get off the ground. Ms. Collier talked about several turf to meadow



conversion projects that would be taking place and said one would be happening at the Lynn Sheaffer Dum Park.
She commented that the District also had a display at the fair and would have aluminum can recycling bins at the
fair as well.

Jason Snyder, from the Perry County Fair Board, said the Board appreciates all the work and support that everyone
puts in to make the fair a success.

Meeting Business: Commissioner Watson made a motion to approve the Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition
Program Agreement for local agencies. Commissioner Lyons seconded the motion. Commissioner Campell said
this program was run through the Area Agency on Aging Office. All agreed. Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Lyons made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-07 Adopting the Perry County 2025 Hazard
Mitigation Plan. Commissioner Watson seconded the motion. Jason Finnerty, from Tri County Regional
Planning, commented that this was the last step in updated the County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan. He further said
the plan was prepared by MCM Consulting Group and talked about the rigorous process to have the plan
approved. Mr. Finnerty said all municipalities in the County have the opportunity to adopt the plan, as it is a way
to save costs. All agreed. Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Watson made a motion to approve the MH/IDD contracts for Early Intervention and Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities for fiscal year 2024/2025 in the total amount of $99,766 (attached).
Commissioner Lyons seconded the motion. All agreed. Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Lyons made a motion to approve the MH/IDD contracts for Early Intervention, Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities, and Mental Health for fiscal year 2025/2026 in the total amount of $8,547,493
(attached). Commissioner Watson seconded the motion. All agreed. Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Watson made a motion to approve the administrative memo for the Project Search program for
eligible IDD consumers. Commissioner Lyons seconded the motion. Commissioner Campbell said this is the
program that Mark Evans talked about during last week’s meeting and the memo defines the roles of the
participants. All agreed. Motion carried unanimously.

Solicitors Report: None

Post Comments: Paul Britcher said it was a wonderful day at the fairgrounds and noted that the Fair Board is
working towards making improvements at the grounds.

Jason Finnerty said the reason for doing a hazard mitigation plan is to enable entities that adopt the plan to seek
mitigation funding. He said a hazard does not only need to be flooding but anything that poses a hazard. Mr.
Finnerty said having the plan also opens to the door for the Disaster Assistance Program.

George Gochenaur asked where the Commissioners were on the Russell Marks issue from last week of not
being a County employee as he did not have a valid oath of office. He said he was not sure how to recover the
money for the taxpayers other than to file a lawsuit or have the Treasurer attach his wages. Mr. Gochenaur said
this was an egregious breach of trust by the District Attorney. He further stated that if the District Attorney
could not follow the law and the Constitution, he called for his resignation as well as Russell Marks. He further
reiterated that Mr. Marks was not a County employee from October of last year to July of this year and money
is due back to the taxpayers.

Jed Nessinger questioned if the County was willing to look into the matter and take action. He asked if the
County was not willing to take action.



Suzanne Boarts stated that it was good to see all the collaboration between the 4-H, the fair board, and the FFA
teachers. She said it makes the event successful and thanked everyone for the support.

Dr. Bigge said she is available to help with the 4-H and FFA programs as well.
Comments from Press: None

Commissioner Campbell reminded everyone that there would be not Commissioners’ meeting next week. He
told everyone to enjoy the fair over the week.

Commissioner Watson said it was good to hear the comment on collaboration between the organization and said
she is grateful for all the educational avenues in the County. She further commented on the students involved in

the ag programs and the way they carry themselves.

Samantha Gehrett noted that she was one of the non-farm kids that got involved in the FFA and ended up in the
agricultural community.

Commissioner Lyons noted that when he was in FFA it was only farm kids, and recognized the change in the
student demographics.

Dr. Bigge noted that agricultural literacy was very important.

Commissioner Watson made a motion to adjourn at 10:44 a.m. Commissioner Lyons seconded the motion.
All agreed. Motion carried unanimously.

Shannon Hines, Chief Clerk William G. Lyons, Secretary

FY 2024/2025 MH/IDD Contracts

CONTRACT PREVIOUS | CURRENT | INCREASE
PROVIDER / SUMMARY OF SERVICES 4 CONTRACT | CONTRACT /
TOTAL TOTAL DECREASE

El Amendments FY 24-25 (Increases)
ASL SERVICES EI24-0114 $9,054 $9,345 $291
American Sign Language interpretation
PEDIATRIC THERAPY SPECIALISTS OF SOUTH CENTRAL PA LLC EI24-0092 $75,776 $84,788 | $9,012
Occupational, physical, and speech therapies, special instruction
IDD Amendment FY 24-25 (Increase)
ERIE COUNTY CARE MANAGEMENT INC ID24-0193 $5,000 $5,633 $633
Supports coordination

FY 2025/2026 MH/IDD Contracts




CONTRACT PREVIOUS | CURRENT | INCREASE
PROVIDER / SUMMARY OF SERVICES 4 CONTRACT | CONTRACT /
TOTAL TOTAL DECREASE
El New/Renewals FY 25-26 (No Change)
$
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE CENTER EI25-0106 $29,934 $29,934 | -
Language interpretation
El New/Renewals FY 25-26 (Increases)
ASL SERVICES EI25-0114 $9,054 $10,000 $946
American Sign Language interpretation
El New/Renewals FY 25-26 (Decreases)
INTERNATIONAL CORPORATE TRAINING & MARKETING LLC EI25-0071 $74,000 $61,000 (513,000)
Language interpretation
IDD New/Renewals FY 25-26 (No Change)
CUMBERLAND COUNTY HOUSING AND REDEVELOPMENT S
AUTHORITY ID25-0170 $5,000 $5,000 -
Family support (rent assistance)
S
HEATHER TESKA STOEHR, MS ID25-0190 $8,000 $8,000 -
Behavioral support (psychological evaluations)
$
RIVERSIDE ASSOCIATES, PC ID25-0005 $14,420 $14,420 -
Behavioral support (psychological evaluations)
S
SAUNDRA L. BOWEN ID25-0184 $12,000 $12,000 -
Family support (independent living specialist)
IDD New/Renewals FY 25-26 (Increases)
LIVING UNLIMITED INC ID25-0121 $3,439 $3,714 $275
Supported employment
IDD New/Renewals FY 25-26 (Decreases)
ALLIANCE FOR NONPROFIT RESOURCES INC ID25-0183 $30,000 $25,177 (54,823)
IDD certified investigations
ASPIRATIONS LLC ID25-0167 $20,000 $15,000 ($5,000)
Behavioral support (psychological evaluations)
AURORA SOCIAL REHABILITATION SERVICES ID25-0037 $32,180 $28,342 (53,838)




Recreation/leisure time activities

BLOOM HUMAN SERVICES LLC ID25-0181 554,526 $45,041 (59,485)
Companion; in-home and community supports
CENTER FOR COMMUNITY RESOURCES INC ID25-0191 $15,918 $15,444 (5474)
Supports coordination
GOODWILL KEYSTONE AREA INC ID25-0036 | $66,300 $56,000 (510,300)
Supported employment (project search)
PA LIFESHARING LLC ID25-0150 $31,540 $20,208 (511,332)
Companion; in-home and community supports
UNITED CEREBRAL PALSY OF CENTRAL PA INC ID25-0001 $478,238 $456,736 | ($21,502)
Agency with choice administration; community links; in-home and
community supports;
residential; supported employment
MH New/Renewals FY 25-26 (No change)
YORK COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY DBA S
RABBITTRANSIT MH25-007 $172,000 $172,000 | -
Family support (transportation)
MH New/Renewals FY 25-26 (Increases)
AURORA SOCIAL REHABILITATION SERVICES ---6 month contract-- | MH25-
- 0015 $71,116 $77,045 $5,929
Social rehabilitation

MH25-
NEW VISIONS INC 0006 $5,579,864 | $6,216,247 | $ 636,383
Housing support; residential; social rehabilitation
MH New/Renewals FY 25-26 (Decreases)
CUMBERLAND COUNTY HOUSING AND REDEVELOPMENT MH25-
AUTHORITY 0002 $224,708 $125,941 ($98,767)
Housing support

MH25-
LIVING UNLIMITED INC 0051 $9,444 $5,037 (54,407)
Family support
PENN STATE HEALTH HOLY SPIRIT MEDICAL CENTER ----6 month MH25-
contract ---- 0001 $1,393,460 | $1,145,207 | ($248,253)

Administrative case management; crisis; forensic case
management; outpatient; partial

hospitalization; targeted case management (ICM/RC)







